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practitioners in Singapore. She was highly
acknowledged by the audience. There
were also other keynote speakers from
Japan, Malaysia and Indonesia, sharing
experiences and knowledge over the
course of the two-day conference.

Photo 4: Keynote speakers from different

countries

International Conference for Early
Childhood Care and education @ Kota
Kinabalu — 28t to 29" August 2017

Besides Indonesia, | also attended the
International  Conference for  Early
Childhood Care and Education at Kota
Kinabalu, Sabah. Through these visits, it
was noted that Indonesia and Malaysia
have the luxury of huge space and endless
supply of natural resources. They are able
to maximise their children's learning with
this advantage. Contrastingly, Singapore
does not have the luxury of space due to
Outdoor
activities are conducted at a restricted area

the limited land we have.

and learning is often compromised.
Nevertheless, we are fortunate to
have many professional educators who are
resourceful and are able to make good use
of our limited resources to make the
impossible happen. One such professional
is Ms Charmaine Teo who won the hearts

of the audience by being factual about this
constraint and sharing creative ways to

overcome it for the past nine years.

Photo 5: Interactive session with Ms
Charmaine Teo, Vice President AECES

Singapore may be a small country with
limited natural resources but we have
taken up the challenge of sharing our
knowledge and experiences with fellow
professional in the region. Let us fly our
Singapore flag high in all future
conferences.

Photo 6: AECES had distributed more than
500 copies of materials throughout these

two conferences and has shared ideas
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Informed and Inspired: Key Insights from the Finland and Belgium Study Trip

Dr. G. Kaveri
Singapore University of Social Sciences

In October 2017, the Association for
Early Childhood Educators (Singapore)
organised a study trip to Finland and
Belgium. The week-long, tightly-packed
trip, which included the International Step
Association  (ISSA) 2017
Conference as well as centre visits,

by Step

brought together 32 academics, early
childhood
professionals from both Singapore and

educators, and other

Hong Kong.

With its focus on Local Responses,
Global Advances: Towards Competent
Early Childhood Systems, the ISSA
Conference 2017 linked three strands
presented as a platform connecting about
450 participants from 60 countries. It set
the stage for listening to academics,
practitioners,  policy = makers, and
members of non-governmental
organisations and for participating in
meaningful interactions with them. The
key note addresses by distinguished
speakers Nora Milotay and Jan Peeters

were inspiring and thought-provoking.

behind a
framework, the need to innovate and the

The  principles quality
ubiquitous presence of pedagogical
heroes were some of the significant
highlights of the keynotes. While the
keynotes enabled us to connect the
strands of the conference into a coherent
whole, the concurrent sessions and
workshops engaged us in enriching
dialogues with experts from the field, thus
offering a perfect match between theory
and practice.

Each of the three settings we visited in
Helsinki, Finland, included an orientation
by the centre staff followed by a tour of
the physical setting. This neat structure
enabled us to understand the historical
background of the centres and offered
glimpses of children's routines, resources
and curriculum structure grounded in
child-centred pedagogy. Having access to
classrooms and learning materials as well
as opportunities to interact with both
children and educators made our learning
experience authentic. While each of the
centres had distinctive features, a
common thread across them was the
critical importance of outdoor play.
Centres such as the Auringonkukka
Children’s Day Care Centre have the
advantage of being situated amidst open
space and nature. Coupled with child-
centred pedagogy, this makes outdoor
play an integral part of learning. Seeing
the very young spending a large part of
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their day in outdoor spaces regardless of
the cold weather and having opportunities
to learn carpentry in the early years were
eye-opening experiences for most of us.
In addition, witnessing centres
accommodating more than 100 children in
one physical setting educated us to the
possibility of managing large numbers of

children through careful planning.

As a part of the ISSA Conference 2017,
we also had the privilege to visit centres in

Ghent, Belgium. While unique in its own
ways, each of the sites showcased vibrant
and contemporary developments in the
field. For instance, a visit to De Buurt, a
kindergarten and primary school with a
homely environment, showed us the
potential of a community-oriented and
experience-driven educational project. In
addition,

relationships

attempts to  strengthen

between families by
providing a space for the exchange of
material goods while also enabling
environmental sustainability was
something new we learnt from this
centre. The centre visits also made it
evident that the success stories of each of
these sites were not independent of
partnerships with families and

communities. Meticulously planned by

AECES down to its finest details, the trip
allowed us to immerse ourselves in
learning experiences without having to
think about the logistical arrangements.
On a final note, | would humbly
educators and  those
childhood
education to participate in such platforms

recommend
passionate  about early

as part of their ongoing professional
development. Such platforms offer
several advantages. They are critical to
sharpening one’s knowledge and skills.
They provide us an excellent opportunity
to get to know local, regional, and global
members of the early childhood education
community. In addition, they strengthen
existing relationships between local
practitioners and help form new
professional relationships. These
professional networks are important as
they facilitate the exchange of ideas,
which brings to light some of the everyday
challenges faced by educators as well as
effective ways to manage them. Insights
into best practices revealed through the
voices of practitioners from diverse
contexts as well as policy makers open up
possibilities  for
approaches to

teaching, management, and research in

exploring  dynamic

preschool classroom
our local contexts. While study trips are
opportunities to learn about success
stories and challenges, they also serve as
an opportunity for self-reflection and for
rethinking our professional practices. In
sum, this study trip was an insightful
learning journey that provided evidence
of best practices and reinforced the need
for child advocacy.
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The 9" International Conference of Korean Society for Early Childhood
Education (KSECE)

Cheong Su Fen

Preschool Market

Honorary Secretary, AECES

The 9% International Conference of
KSECE was held on the 1t — 2"d December
2017 at Busan, Korea. This year’s theme
was Re-weaving Early Childhood Education
in a Post Human Era. AECES, represented
by our Honorary Secretary, Ms Cheong Su
Fen was invited to the conference to give a
celebratory speech.

Ms Cheong shared that AECES and KSECE
have a memorandum of understanding for

almost 10 years now. It was not the MOU
that binds us but rather the friendship and
common mission of advancing Early
Childhood education that have kept the 2
associations closely knitted.

The theme of the conference posted a
very significant perspective in today’s Early
Childhood scene, it highlighted the various
kinds of social, philosophical and cultural
issues embedded in our sector.

The keynote address was given by Prof
Michel Vandenbroeck on the topic of Post-
foundationalism, Enhanced Liberalism and
Post Truth in the 21t Century
Developments in the Early Childhood

Education.

Prof Vandenbroeck presented the post-

foundational perspective, inspired by
French philosophers such Michel Foucault
and Jacques Derrida. It was acknowledged
that there are always other, different
perspectives possible on what was
referred as truth, and that science cannot
just be considered in a modernist way. Post
humanism goes even a step further
claiming that the human perspective or
perspective that puts the adult human in
the centre of the world is but one of the
many possible perspectives and maybe not
even the preferable one. He also touched
on the topic of poverty and the real
situation happening in many other
countries, that with the rise of inequality
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and poverty, a dematerialization of
poverty seems to occur in policy and a
discourse is spreading that the most salient
source of poverty is education, rather than
a lack of resources, income inequality or
failures of the welfare state. International
organizations, including UNICEF, UNESCO,
the World Bank and others now depict
Early Childhood care and education as ‘the
greatest of equalisers’.

Prof Vandenbroeck posed these
questions: How do we view early
childhood and what is our view of
children? When he ended his keynote
address, he said that we could not discuss
education or pedagogy without discussing
what education is for and also without
discussing what kind of society we wish our
children to live in.

We pause and reflect on Prof
Vandenbroeck's words. In doing so, let us

look at 2 countries - Japan and Singapore.

Very recently, the Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe made the decision that his
government will invest in education and
childcare; he made it clear it is about 'the
future of our children'. Japan is set to offer
free preschool places for every child aged
three to five, and for children aged two and
under from low-income families, for the
children who truly need it. In our own
nation state, PM Lee Hsien Loong
announced that his government will have a
bigger role in preschool education, in
making it more affordable and accessible
particularly for the middle and lower-
income families. Certainly, these are huge
bold moves, and many of us in the early
childhood field laud these government
decisions. Indeed, important stakeholders
are stepping up and the future for our
children, and for early childhood
education, are so much brighter.
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