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Reflections

Anji and Shanghai Study Trip 2017

Patricia Teh
Peter & Jane Group of Kindergarten

[About the author: Patricia Teh is a new AECES member from Malaysia. She is an Executive

Committee member the ECCE (Early Childhood Care and Education) Council Malaysia.

Founder and Principal of Peter & Jane Group of Kindergarten.]

Hi All AECES members,

My interaction with AECES started
with International Step-by-Step
Association (ISSA) Conference/Finland &
Lithuania Study Trip in October 2016. The
Malaysian Early Childhood Community has
heard a lot about Dr. Christine Chen and |
had the privilege to have met her there as
well as having a great time with members
from AECES.

When Ivy Kok informed me of the
Shanghai and Anji Play Study Tour, |
registered myself immediately. | knew it
was going to be something special.
However, nothing prepared me for the
MIND BLOWING approach at Anji. The
ECCE community has been drilled with so
much on child safety, scaffolding children’s
cognitive development, teaching problem
solving, raising children’s self-esteem, etc
with so many dos and don’ts.

But with Anji Play Approach, it seems
such a natural way for the children. It is
about respecting their philosophy of non-
instructed play whereby children interact
with simple tools made of natural
materials and other everyday objects to
create their own playground govern by
their own rules.

Teachers have to learn to not to
intervene nor instruct but to only use our
eyes and ears and to allow TOTAL
DEVELOPMENT
playground. Anji Play outlines the True Play

happening at the

philosophy between “Children’s Rights”
and Teacher/adult responsibilities” in Self-
Determined Play, Time and Space,
Reflection, Expression, Materials and
Environments

Thank you to AECES for including me in
this incredible trip.

Thanks & Regards
Patricia Teh
Peter & Jane Kindergarten

Anji and Shanghai Study Trip 2018. Do register your interest with AECES:

http://www.aeces.org/programmes-project/conferences-study-trips/
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