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Front Cover: The image on the cover is a Squiggle Dragon - drawn by four 3-years-olds, namely, Isobel, Jodie, Mikhail and Natalie.
The story started with them wanting to draw a logo for their Dragon Supermarket and someone said "But | don't
know how to draw a dragon!" | brought in a book called "How to draw dragons” and discussed with the children the
different types of dragons they like and the different parts of a dragon. They then took turns to draw different parts
of the dragons-head, horns, eyes, ears, mouth, tongue, body, wings, tails, claws! We really love this dragon!

- Koh Hui Hua, School Artist, Between Two Trees Preschool

AECES Founder and President, Dr Christine Chen
received the Volunteer of the Year Award

The National Volunteerism and Philanthrophy
Awards 2010 was held on 3 December 2010. Dr
Christine Chen, Founder and President of AECES,
received the Volunteer of the Year Award from
Singapore's President SR Nathan at the Istana, the
official home of the President. This year, there were
a total of six recipients who were honoured at the
Nationaly Volunteerism and Philanthropy Awards
2010.

President of Singapore giving the award to Dr. Chen

Six awards recipients together with Singapore's President
and Ministers

Source: Straits Time-Prime

In an article found in Yahoo, Singapore - Fit to Post
Newsroom, Dr Chen stated that she was "honoured
to receive the award on behalf of all early childhood
teachers, who do important work but for years,
received little recognition” and “being a volunteer
has given purpose to my life.”

Dr Chen continued to state in the interview with
Channel News Asia that "volunteering has to come
from the heart."

"What are you truly passionate about? If it's about
animals, senior citizens or end of life care...whatever
it is, look into what is really meaningful to you and
then just go and do it and volunteer in that area."

Once again, congratulations to Dr Christine Chen
and thank you for being committed in being the
agent for change in the life of children and families,
and the Early Childhood Education!

39 / EARLY EDUCATORS « DEC 2010



From the Editor's Desk

Dear Members,

There are many terms we use, be it inclusion, integration, mainstreaming, working with children
with special needs, children with atypical development, or children with learning differences.
Whichever term we use, it boils down to one thing - we are working with one of the constant challenges
we've identified for years - education for children with different needs. The inspiring element I
discovered while reading through all the articles in this issue is the openness and hard work by the
different players in our profession. I am extremely excited about this issue because it chronicles a
reading journey that includes the voices of a teacher-educator, principal, special educator, early
childhood educator and pre-service teachers.

Mrs Lucy Chew-Quek's article lays a foundation for our reading journey as she shares the
development of the early childhood profession. It helps one to understand how far our profession
has come from its seedling years, and to visualise where we would be heading. It underlies too the
emphasis placed on professional development, and indeed we are seeing the impact of professional
development for early childhood educators. The cycle of professional development and practice is
actualised in the essence of this journal too - the articles we read in Early Educators are works of
early educators who are pursuing their further studies! I often wonder how many of you read and
find them really useful in connecting their studies to your practice.

In her article titled Understanding Teachers' Resistance to Inclusion, Ms Betsy Cheong convinces
us that her professional development study has effected much change in her practice as a kindergarten
principal. While the highlight of her research is that the teacher's attitude makes all the difference
in inclusion, we also discover from her research data how a visionary and understanding leader in
an institution is so important in effecting change.

The three other articles by Ms Grace Cheong, Ms Sujata, Ms Nur Amalina Zaini, Ms Nur Amira
Safari Wijaya, and Ms Syafigah Samsubahar display positivity, partnerships and openness to changes.
We have included graduating speeches from recent AECES graduands of professional development
programmes. Their enthusiasm and dedication to the profession reminds us that gaining new
knowledge and insights is important in informing and igniting our passion and work.

Finally, I would like to congratulate Dr Christine Chen, the Founder and President of AECES for
receiving the National Volunteerism and Philanthropy Awards 2010 - Volunteer of the Year Award!
You can read more about her inspiring lifelong volunteering journey on the last page of this journal.
It has been really inspiring to witness the positive changes that Dr Chen has made over the years,
considering she was the first volunteer I met in my life when I was much younger. Her labour of
love is encapsulated in what she once shared, "I work with the heart of a social worker, the mind of
an educator and the hands of a labourer."

My 2011 calendar is up on my wall, and the beautiful first page says, "Happiness is a journey,
not a destination". Let's remember that and enjoy the daily efforts in making a difference in your
lives, and the lives of children and families that you work with. I wish you all perseverance and joy
in the good work that you do.

Yours sincerely,

Koh Hui Hua
Chief Editor
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