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From the Editor's Desk

Dear Members,

How have you been in the first half of the year 2010? I have been most invigorated with a new breath
of life, ever since I started working directly with children in a preschool on a daily basis. What an
absolute joy! I now understand your joyful dispositions, and persevering spirits in earnest pursuit
to ensure quality in young children’s care and education. We had two major conferences addressing
the issue of quality and during the conferences, I had the privilege to meet some of you.

We had the most well-attended International Conference for Early Childhood Conference in March,
jointly organised by Seed Institute and PAP Community Foundation. From June 15 - 19, we had
the longest ever conference spread over five days! It was the Early Childhood Conference 2010:
Voices for Children, jointly organised by Ngee Ann Polytechnic and AECES. It was definitely
encouraging to get a sense that the early childhood community is constantly engaged in current
issues.

The keynote addresses by Professor Stephanie Feeney and Dr. Marilou Hyson at the two conferences
aptly highlight the current concerns of quality. We are extremely grateful that the keynote speakers
at both conferences reworked their addresses as articles and contributed them for this issue! In the
first article, “Standards — the Voice of Quality”, Dr. Hyson addresses the burning issue that many
of us may encounter - the heavily laden word “standards”. Her clear and illustrative article helps
us to identify three types of standards: programme, child-outcome and teacher competency standards,
and appreciate the need for standards as a guide.

The second article by Professor Stephanie Feeney brings us on a reflective journey in “Who are
WE in the lives of young children?” Reflecting on our roles and responsibilities anchors our pursuit
in seeking standards in our programmes, outcomes and competencies. In the third article, AECES
professional development team member Mrs Aow Meow Kiang shares a report on Professor Iram
Siraj-Blatchford's presentation on a research project on the impact of early childhood education. It
is indeed affirming to read substantiating research results emphasising the importance on the quality
of early childhood education.

In the fourth article, we present two summaries of the report on quality in early childhood
education. We would like to extend our gratitude to those who took time and effort to complete the
quality survey. This is a starting point for us to continue our introspection and conversations on
quality in early childhood education, and we look forward to hear your response as you compare
the perspectives between the teachers and parents in the United States of America and in Singapore.

Ending off the journal is Ms Yu Chun Hua’s reflective piece on her professional development
experience in Taiwan. The overseas exchange two-week programme in Taiwan for 30 teachers was
organised by AECES. Ms Yu writes about her learning journey with such immense appreciation and
positivity that it brings about an uplifting effect on the reader!

Finally, I would like to congratulate the working team of the Code of Ethics. The handbook was
launched at the conference held in June. I marvel at the amount of work that has been put in for
every step of the journey. This represents our dedication to the profession, and another milestone
for the early childhood profession! With the launch of the handbook, we now have a companion to
guide our daily practice. With that, I wish all of you positivity, strength and openness in your pursuit
of meaningful, engaging and dynamic work with children and families.

Koh Hui Hua
Chief Editor
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